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Resumo

The 2020 civil year will go down in history as the
year in which the global pandemic caused an unpre-
cedented global crisis in all areas of activity, leading
to transformations hard to imagine. In the case of
education, more than 1,500 million students have
been unable to attend face-to-face classes, leading to
re-thinking traditional teaching and learning. This
work describes a didactical implementation that
took place in the 2020/21 academic year in a first
year Physics course, in (forced) blended learning. It
was used active and collaborative learning methodo-
logies through the proposal of several engaging and
challenging learning/assessment tasks: online tasks
(at the end of the theoretical classes), a project (com-
posed of 4 tasks, and a final written and oral presen-
tation) and some lab assignments. It was designed an
assessment strategy to support students’ learning,
with timely and adequate feedback though all the
semester. The aim was to increase students’ engage-
ment and motivation, contribute to the development
of their personal competences (autonomy, respon-
sibility, etc.) and avoid the typical final exam. Plus,
with the former methodology it would be easy to go
to completely online, from day to night, if necessary
(as it was the case, nearly the end of the semester).
The results (grades, class attending, participation as
well as the perception of students’ opinion obtained
through a questionnaire) allowed to identify several
positive factors and also some minor constraints in the
adopted methodology. The former analysis was consi-
dered in the methodology adopted in another first year
Physics course that is going on in the current semester.
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